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BASHIR WATCH RAPID RESPONSE NETWORK
BASHIR MUST BE BROUGHT
JUSTICE—ACT NOW!

TO

The people of Darfur have been crying for
justice for 10 years. Stand with them and join
BashirWatch.
Dear Supporter,

their soil into international pariahs. It must be made
clear – if you harbor a wanted criminal, you will
be held accountable. After the Darfur genocide,
we cried “never again,” and promised to seek
justice for the victims, but there are few signs of
criminal pursuit of Bashir, though the international
community knows exactly where he is, where he
Members of the United Nations Security Council, has traveled and often where he is going.
along with 121 countries who are members of the
The people of Darfur and across Sudan have been
International Criminal Court (ICC), have a legal
crying for justice for 10 years. Stand with them and
obligation to arrest Bashir. Yet there is insufficient
join the BashirWatch network.
political will to deliver Bashir to the ICC for trial.
Just a few short weeks ago, Bashir visited Chad and
That’s where you come in.
is reported to return by the end of the month. And
Today we are launching BashirWatch – a grassroots in the last year, he has traveled to Egypt, Iraq, Qatar
international rapid-response network to pressure and Libya. None of these countries have suffered
policymakers, government representatives, court any repercussions for their actions.
officials, and other key decision makers, especially
Yet, we know progress is possible. The country
in Africa and the Middle East, to support the ICC’s
of Malawi, under international pressure last year,
warrant for Bashir, bring him into custody and
decided to cancel a meeting of the African Union,
transfer him to the ICC for trial.
rather than allow Bashir to visit. A Kenyan court
Together, we will create the international pressure has ordered his arrest should he visit again. An
necessary to turn those who welcome Bashir onto
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir is the only
sitting head of state who is wanted for genocide, war
crimes and crimes against humanity for atrocities
he ordered in Darfur. Four years after his arrest
warrant was issued, why is he still free to commit
his crimes free of consequence?
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

BASHIR WATCH RAPID RESPONSE NETWORK
ABOUT UNITED TO END GENOCIDE We
are United to End Genocide, the largest activist
organization in America dedicated to preventing
and ending genocide and mass atrocities worldwide.
We are faith leaders, students, artists, investors and
While the world sits idly by, we need action now.
genocide survivors, and all those who believe we
Bashir is continuing his crimes with impunity.
must fulfill the promise the world made following
Aerial bombardments and attacks against civilians
the Holocaust — “Never Again!”
have moved beyond Darfur to the border states of
Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan.
Uganda denied him entry, citing “How does
Uganda urge the DRC and others to apprehend
Kony if they lay their hands on them but then let
Bashir slip through its hands?”

In 2011 and 2012, more than 500,000 Sudanese
civilians were driven from their homes by
government action in the states of Blue Nile and
South Kordofan. In these states, Bashir is using
similar tactics to those he used in Darfur: direct
ground attacks, aerial bombardment, and the use of
food as a weapon through blockade of humanitarian
aid.
Stand with BashirWatch to make sure that these
crimes stop, that impunity is no longer an option,
that justice prevails, and that Bashir and others
have to answer for their crimes. It is time to stand
up for justice and stand up to governments who
refuse to meet their obligations under international
law to arrest Bashir. We owe the people of Darfur
no less.
Sincerely,
Tom Andrews
President
United to End Genocide
Continue the dialogue:
Like BashirWatch on Facebook
Follow BashirWatch on Twitter
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Constant Bombings and Hunger Plague Nuba Mountains
by Samuel Totten
Samuel Totten
From December 25th to January 5th I traveled by Land
Cruiser up and across the Nuba Mountains in Sudan.
The purpose of the trip was three-fold: (1) To interview
Nuba Mountains people about the genocide by attrition
that was perpetrated by the Government of Sudan in the
late 1980s and early to mid-1990s, (2) to ascertain the
current situation vis-ˆ-vis the ongoing war between the
Sudanese Peoples Liberation Movement/Army-North
(SPLM-N) and the Government of Sudan (GoS), and (3)
to deliver five and a half tons of food to people in the
region suffering malnutrition or worse.
While ground troops are largely engaged in battles
around the larger towns such as the capital of South
Kordofan, Kadugli, Antonov bombers carry out
bombing sorties almost virtually every single day. The
bombs are largely dropped on the villages, farms, suqs
(open market places), and schools of civilians. During
the short period of time I was in the Nuba Mountains at
least 55 bombs were dropped on various towns/areas.
Such bombs only crushed abodes, destroyed farmland,
and killed farm animals, but severely injured and
maimed children, women and the elderly, among others,
and resulted in death.
It is estimated that over a half million people have fled
their homes – either heading up into the mountains
where they have sought sanctuary in caves, crossed
into South Sudan and entered refugee camps, or moved
further out into the hinterland away from those areas
where most people congregate and are thus largely the
target of the bombings.
Over the past twelve months or so, food has been
extremely scarce in the region. This is due to the fact
that people are either no longer near their farms and thus
do not have ready access to the produce, that their food
stores were destroyed by GoS troops (either ground
troops or the bombings), and/or are fearful of working
their farms as they usually do (so many hours each
day) because of the constant bombings. Many people
have resorted to eating tree leaves, roots and insects.

Due to the lack of food not a few have starved to death.
Many more have suffered, and continue to suffer, from
malnutrition and severe malnutrition.
Various experts in the region (humanitarian workers,
health care workers, among others) are predicting that
the coming rainy season could result in mass starvation
if the international community fails to halt the fighting
and bombings and/or chooses not to insert humanitarian
aid (i.e., food) into the region. Such predictions are
based on two salient issues: first, the last rainy season
(May 2011 to November 2011) was shorter than usual
and thus the growing season was shorter as well,
resulting in fewer crops, and that the people are already
beginning to dig into their food stores and consuming
food today that they wouldn’t usually eat until April and
May.
Unfortunately, it does not look like the fighting will end
anytime soon. Khartoum insists that it will not engage
in serious peace talks with the rebels until the rebels put
down their weapons and the rebels are just as adamant
that they will not put down their weapons until their
demands are met. Furthermore, over and over again, I
heard rebels asserting that their overall plan is to first
take control of South Kordofan and then join forces with
rebels from the Blue Nile and JEM (Justice and Equality
Movement) from Darfur and take Khartoum. “When we
have Khartoum we will then create a nation in which all
people are treated fairly and justly.” A wonderful dream,
but it could be a pipe dream -- one that results in a
whole chaotic nightmare for the poor people of Sudan.
Samuel Totten is Professor Emeritus at the University of
Arkansas, Fayetteville. For the last eight years he has
conducted research along the Chad/Sudan border and
in the Nuba Mountains. His latest book is Genocide by
Attrition: Nuba Mountains, Sudan. New Brunswick, NJ:
Transaction Publishers, 2012.
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ENOUGH PROJECT NEWSLETTER DARFUR #10
Recommendations for Obama’s Second Term

ENOUGH PROJECT NEWSLETTER

The Enough Project delivered an open letter to
President Obama outlining specific steps that
Click here for the link to the complete Enough the U.S. government should take during the
Project Newsletter
administration’s second term to address the
conflicts in the Sudans, eastern Congo, and areas
#Darfur10
impacted by the Lord’s Resistance Army.
Ten years ago, fighting broke out in Darfur. Since
then, the government of Sudan has conducted Read More »
genocide against its own people there killing more Upcoming Events
than 300,000 and displacing 4 million. Despite
attempts at peace, the killing continues today as John Prendergast to Speak at Kean University
in other border areas of Sudan. Join us and the Mar. 8, 2013 | Union, NJ
global community in standing up for the people
of Sudan.
February 28, 2013

John Prendergast to Speak at Sudan Emergency
Action Summit 2013

Take action »

Prendergast: Hope for an End to the World’s
Mar. 10-11, 2013 | Arlington, VA
Deadliest War

In a CNN.com op-ed, Enough Project Cofounder John Prendergast offers insight from a Jonathan Hutson to Speak on Satellite Sentinel
recent trip to eastern Congo and discusses the Project at SXSW
regional conflict’s changing dynamics and their
Mar. 10, 2013 | Austin, TX
implications for peace.
Read More »
African Leaders Sign
Agreement for Congo

Regional

Get Involved

Peace

Raise Hope for Congo

Leaders from 11 African nations signed the
Peace, Security, and Cooperation Framework
for the Democratic Republic of Congo and the
Great Lakes. Although this is an initial step
toward peace, the framework agreement must
be followed up by additional measures. And
sustained international engagement is needed as
part of a more comprehensive approach to longterm stability in the region.

Share our new video and learn more about the
conflict-gold trade in Congo.
The Lord’s Resistance Army
Ask President Obama to do more to end the LRA
crisis in central Africa.

Read More »
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In Memoriam: Marjorie Housepian Dobkin (1922-2013)
honorary doctorate from Wilson College.

It was with great sadness that we learned of the
death of Marjorie Housepian Dobkin on February
8, 2013. Marjorie Housepian was an Armenian
American writer of fiction and non-fiction, and her
1966 article in Commentary “The Unremembered
Genocide” was pioneering in bringing information
about the Armenian genocide to a wider audience.
Marjorie was a life-long advocate through writings
and lectures speaking out against ongoing denial of
the Armenian genocide and a strong advocate for
Turkish state recognition. She was a Board Member
and long-time associate of the Institute for Study of
Genocide and supporter of ISG conferences and
advocacy work for decades.

Smyrna 1922: The Destruction of a City (translated
into a number of languages; originally appeared
in 1971 under the title The Smyrna Affair) was a
pathbreaking study of the Turkish burning of the
ancient Greek city of Smyrna (now called Izmir), and
how Christian minorities were targeted. A series of
videos in which Marjorie discusses uncovering the
trail of those responsible for the atrocities through
reading eyewitness accounts, diaries, letters, etc.
and the subsequent cover up by Turkish officials,
the CIA and Standard Oil among others is available
on GreekOrthodox.TV.
For those of us who worked with Marjorie and knew
her on a personal level, her intelligence, warmth,
and humor were greatly valued. On behalf of ISG,
we extend our condolences to her survivors who
include three sons, her brother and grandchildren.

Marjorie was born and lived in New York City and
graduated from Barnard College in 1944. From
1957-1993, Marjorie was both a professor of
literature and writing and associate dean of students
at Barnard. Those of us fortunate enough to attend
the 2002 Event in Honor of Marjorie at Columbia
University Armenian Center heard first-hand
from former students about the degree of support
she provided students in both their personal and
professional lives , particularly as a mentor to
their writing careers. Her accomplishments ranged
from authoring the New York Times bestseller
novel, A Houseful of Love (1957), stories and
essays published in The Paris Review, The Atlantic
Monthly, etc. to helping support P.E.N. in its early
years in New York City.

Joyce Apsel, President, Institute for Study of
Genocide

She played an important role in the committee that
established an endowed chair in Armenian Studies
at Columbia University, served as a member of
the Board of Directors of the Armenian Center at
Columbia, and was a member of the Anahit Literary
Award Committee sponsored by Columbia’s
Armenian Center. Marjorie Dobkin was awarded
the Anania Shirakatsi Prize of the Academy of
Sciences of Soviet Armenia and the recipient of an
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ISGAP: ON IRAN
UN Charter.

ISGAP (the Institute for the Study of Global
Antisemitism and Policy) presented a seminar at
Harvard Law School on October 12,2012: “Is A
Legal Remedy to Iran’s Nuclear Weapons Program
and Incitement to Genocide Still Possible?”

Sanctions will not work, he reiterated unless
backed by credible military force….We must say to
the Iranian leadership that you’ll never be allowed
to develop nuclear weapons: we’ll bomb you.”

Foremost advocates of a legal approach were two
law professors: Irwin Cotler (McGill University
and member of Canadian Parliament) and Alan
Dershowitz (Harvarf Law School). Cotler’s
indictment (presented by Dershowitz) cited
statements by Pres.

Daniel Siboney, a French psychoanalyst, observed
how cultural contexts impacted

discussion ot threats. In France, one can not discuss
threats linked to Islam for fear of being accused of
“stigmatization.” Although there are incitements
in all religions justifying killing of “the others,”
Ahadedinejab that were direct incitements to
he was disturbed by the Iranian fascination with
genocide, punishable under the UN Convention
annihilating the Jews. He agreed with the legal
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
approach but said that it would be difficult.
of Genocide. Dershowitz said that pre-emptive as
well as preventive attacks were justified under the
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BE SURE TO SEE THE FOLLOWING IN ISSUE 11 (FALL 2012) GPN
GENOCIDE PREVENTION NOW
A psychological analysis of the role of shame and
WELCOME
TO
GPN
GENOCIDE
dignity in the most dangerous crisis of our time
PREVENTION NOW, ISSUE 11
GPN ORIGINAL
SPECIAL BULLETIN:
WATCH, FALL 2012

IRAN

Avner Falk

NUCLEAR

IRANANDTHE BOMB:APSYCHOANALYTIC
STUDY

GPN STORY

Issue 11, Fall 2012

KHAMEINI, AHMADINEJAD AND OTHER
IRANIAN LEADERS CALL FOR THE
DESTRUCTION OF ISRAEL
Issue 11, Fall 2012

TWO GENOCIDAL THREATS ARE LINKED
- IRAN STANDS WITH SYRIA

GPN STORY

Two monster birds of a feather

UN
SECRETARY
GENERAL CALLS IRAN STANDS BY SYRIA AND SENDS
THREATS
TO
DESTROY
ISRAEL MUNITIONS AND TROOPS
“OFFENSIVE,
INFLAMMATORY
AND
Issue 11, Fall 2012
UNACCEPTABLE”
Issue 11, Fall 2012

SYRIA: An Incremental Genocide: Escalating
to New Extremes of Killing. There are endless
FURTHER BAD NEWS OF AN EMERGING variations to how genocides are executed - the
common demoninator is mass deaths especially
MILITARY NUCLEAR IRAN
of civilians
Issue 11, Fall 2012
GPN STORY
GPN STORY
SYRIA AN “INCREMENTAL GENOCIDE”
PRO AND CON VOICES IN ISRAEL AND THE
U.S. FOR POSSIBLE MILITARY ACTION Issue 11, Fall 2012
AGAINST IRAN’S NUCLEAR FACILITIES
Genocide Alert told it like it is back in June
VS. VOICES OPPOSING MILITARY ACTION
- AND A VARIETY OF MIXED CALLS AS Reprinted with Permission
WELL
GENOCIDE ALERT ISSUED A GENOCIDE
EMERGENCY ALERT FOR SYRIA IN JUNE
Issue 11, Fall 2012
2012
EDITORIAL STATEMENT: IS GPN WAR
MONGERING? IS GPN CALLING FOR A Issue 11, Fall 2012
MILITARY ATTACK ON IRAN?
1
U.S. Holocaust Museum relates to contemporary
genocides and was right on early in Syria
1Issue 11, Fall 2012
GPN STORY
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BE SURE TO SEE THE FOLLOWING IN ISSUE 11 (FALL 2012) GPN
GENOCIDE PREVENTION NOW
Reprinted with Permission

MORE ACTUAL ACTION PROPOSALS

U.S. HOLOCAUST MUSEUM WARNED OF Reprinted with Permission
GENOCIDE IN SYRIA BACK IN JUNE.
David Kilgour
JUNE SEEMS LIKE A LONG TIME AGO IN
NUBA
MOUNTAINS/BLUE
NILE:
SYRIA
ANOTHER DARFUR? WHAT MIGHT THE
Issue 11, Fall 2012
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DO?
Issue 11, Fall 2012
Sudan

US Holocaust Museum slowly builds a record of
monitoring the real world of today

It’s too painful to keep reading month after
month that nothing is really being done
UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
MUSEUM STATEMENT ON ANNIVERSARY
GPN STORY
OF SOUTH SUDAN’S INDEPENDENCE
with excerpts from Gerald Caplan and Amanda
Issue 11, Fall 2012
Grzyb
SUDAN RENEWED GENOCIDE

GPN ORIGINAL

WORLD FAILS TO INTERVENE IN SUDAN

Panayiotis Diamadis

Issue 11, Fall 2012

AUSTRALIAN
RESPONSES
TO
International institutions that we create are also
HELLENIC GENOCIDE IN 1910-1930S
run by us humans - so watch out
WITH ADDITIONAL REFERENCES TO
GPN STORY
RESPONSES TO THE ASSYRIAN GENOCIDE
AND TO THE SHOAH
with a lengthy citation from Eric Reeves
Issue 11, Fall 2012
UN FAILURE AND MENDACITY IN THE
FACE OF AN AVALANCHE OF VIOLENCE
Slowly but surely the story of genocide is also
the study of righteous people and peoples
Issue 11, Fall 2012
GPN ORIGINAL
Vicken Babkenian
GENOCIDE SCHOLARS WARN OF A
OF
“INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN CATASTROPHE IN SOUTH STORIES
KORDOFAN AND BLUE NILE STATES OF GOODNESS” DURING THE ARMENIAN
SUDAN; AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GENOCIDE
ACTION
Issue 11, Fall 2012
Issue 11, Fall 2012
The Director of the Armenian Genocide Museum
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BE SURE TO SEE THE FOLLOWING IN ISSUE 11 (FALL 2012) GPN
GENOCIDE PREVENTION NOW
in Yerevan tells it like it is

HOMOGENIZATION PROCESS

Hayk Demoyan

Issue 11, Fall 2012
DIRECTOR OF ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
MUSEUM AND INSTITUTE IN YEREVAN Reprinted with Permission
PROPOSES TURKEY FACE ITS OWN
ALTUĞ
TANER
AKÇAM:
YOUNG
HISTORY
ASSYRIANS ARE THE FUTURE OF
Issue 11, Fall 2012
ASSYRIAN GENOCIDE SCHOLARSHIP
Issue 11, Fall 2012
Seyfo Center Interviews Genocide Scholars on Reprinted with Permission
Assyrians and the Assyrian Genocide
ISRAEL CHARNY: WE NEVER GIVE UP IN
Have you seen GPN’s Special Issue 5 on Co- OUR EFFORTS IN ISRAEL
Victims in the Armenian Genocide? Learn
Issue 11, Fall 2012
much more about the Assyrian Genocide in
this series of interviews. Interviews by Joseph Quotable
Haweil, Linda Abraham and Sabri Atman
If civilization’s great achievement has been the
WHEN AND WHAT DID YOU LEARN ABOUT construction of a psychological barrier to mass
THE ASSYRIAN GENOCIDE?
violence, that does not mean the barrier cannot
be brought down. Do vivid screen images
Interviews of David Gaunt, Hannibal Travis,
of taboos being violated - those slaughtered
Ara Sarafian, Taner Akcam and Israel Charny
children - make the behavior less repugnant by
Issue 11, Fall 2012
making it mundane? Hyper-images can spawn
imitation.
Reprinted with Permission
It seem clear that, across the globe today, barriers
DAVID GAUNT: GENOCIDE SCHOLARS
to inhuman behavior that was once unthinkable
ARE MORE AND MORE AWARE OF THE
have been weakened. Mass shootings are a sign
ASSYRIAN GENOCIDE
of this - children expressly targeted in Norway
Issue 11, Fall 2012
last year. So is the plague of suicide bombing that
has befallen the Middle East, the self turned into
Reprinted with Permission
an indiscriminate weapon. Innocents destroyed.
SEYFO CENTER INTERVIEW WITH Blurred distinctions between fantasy and
HANNIBAL TRAVIS
reality, between war and detached manipulation
of technology: These are marks of a precious
Issue 11, Fall 2012
psychological barrier being lowered. A dark
Reprinted with Permission
night falling.
ARASARAFIAN: OTTOMAN DESTRUCTION -- James Carroll (August 7, 2012). Dark Fantasy
OF THREE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES A in Action. International Herald Tribune.
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INVESTORS AGAINST GENOCIDE by eric cohen
IAG has been submitting shareholder proposals
to many mutual funds and in the last few years
to JPMorgan Chase (the corporation). This year
we will have votes at JPMorgan (NYSE:JPM) and
Franklin Resources (NYSE:BEN), the corporate
parent of Franklin Templeton mutual funds. Both
JPM and BEN has very large holders of PetroChina.
We are campaigning against them and against
Fidelity and Vanguard.

the genocide-free investing proposal at the ING
Emerging Countries Fund in June 2012 by a wide
margin with 59.2% of votes in favor of the proposal
and only 10.8% opposed.

Though there is lots of work yet to do, IAG has
had some successes in getting major financial
institutions to avoid investments tied to genocide.
T. Rowe Price has an excellent policy, divested
from PetroChina et al., and votes in favor of our
shareholder proposal on genocide-free investing!
TIAA-CREF divested. American Funds divested.
You can read more about each at http://www.
investorsagainstgenocide.org/

Here’s the whitepaper we produced in prep for the
JPM vote in 2012.

Here’s more of the ING vote and on the research
h t t p : / / w w w. i n v e s t o r s a g a i n s t g e n o c i d e .
org/2012/07/genocide-free-investing-wins-voteat-ing/

h t t p : / / w w w. i n v e s t o r s a g a i n s t g e n o c i d e .
org/2012/07/genocide-free-investing-wins-voteat-ing/
Here are the full texts of the shareholder proposals
coming up at JPM and BEN.
http://www.investorsagainstgenocide.org/iag/
files/2013-Franklin-Resources-shareholderproposal.pdf

In addition, we have excellent evidence that the vast
majority of Americans want to avoid investments
tied to genocide. Research shows that 88% of
Americans surveyed want their investments to be
genocide-free. Similarly, shareholders approved

http://www.investorsagainstgenocide.org/iag/
files/2013-JPMorgan-shareholder-proposal.pdf

Editor’s Observations: ISG Newsletter 48—Spring 2013
Continued from page 1

The contrast between Mali and Syria show how
intervention by former colonial powers makes a
difference. Humanitarian intervention is likely to be
interested intervention. Disinterested interventions
seldom occur.

In Mali, residents appear happy to see Islamist
rebels flee –after the French intervention . “The
city’s residents were subject to strict rules and
harsh punishments, including amputations for
suspected thieves and public beatings or whippings
for perceived violations of Islamic law “ (New York
Times January 28, 2013, A4).
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BOOKS/ARTICLES/ NOTED RECENTLY
Atlanticist [Atlantic Council], September 10,
2012.

Review of Donald Bloxham, The Final Solution:
A Genocide and five related books (in Germqn,
Polish, French and English) by Timothy Snyder,
“Hitler’s Logical Holocaust’ in New York Review
of Books, December 30, 2012, p. 63 f.

Yang Jisheng, Tombstone: The Great Chinese
Famine, 1958-1962. Trans. Stacy Mosher and Guo
Jian.. New York: Farrar, Straus . 2012.

Holocaust and Genocide Studies Vol. 26. No.
3 includes articles of “Anne Frank in South
Africa by Shirli Gilbert, “The Politics of Memory
in the Herero Case for Reparation” by David
Bargueno,”Italian Atrocities and the Persecution
of Arabs, Berbers, and Jews in North Africa
during World War II” by Patrick Bernhard‘,
and “Nazi Propaganda toward French Muslim
Prisoners of ‘War” by Raffael Scheck

“Atrocity Crimes and Transitional Justice,”
eds. Susanne Karstedt and Stephan Parmentier,
European Journal of Criminology September
2012

“Hate and Political Discourse,” Journal of Hate
Studies Vol. 10; for more information, contact the
Institute for Hate Studies, hatestudies@gonzaga.
edu Dcember 30, 2012, p. 63 f.
The CIUS Press published a unique research on
the Holodomor, the man-made famine in Ukraine
of 1932-33. Please find more information about
this book below and a link to our web site at
http://www.ciuspress.com/catalogue/history/324/
the-holodomor-reader.
Carol Rittner and John K. Roth, eds. Rape:
Weapon of War and Genocide Paragon House,
2012
Alvin Rosenfeld, The End of the Holocaust,
Indiana University Press, 2012.
Paul Williams, Trevor Ulbrick and Jonathon
Worboys, (Public Information Law & Policy
Group (PILPG), “Preventing Atrocity Crimes
in Syria,: The Responsibility to Protect”” New
12

Genocide Scholars Letters to the U.S. Special Envoy to
Sudan and the U.S. Government’s Atrocities Prevention
Board Go Unanswered
by Samuel Totten
On November 27, 2012, over 50 scholars of genocide studies from around the world wrote a letter to U.S.
Special Envoy Sudan Princeton Lyman regarding their concern about the crisis in the Nuba Mountains
and Blue Nile in Sudan. Mr. Lyman, for some reason, chose not to respond to the letter. Shortly after the
genocide scholars sent the letter to Lyman, he, for whatever reason, tendered his resignation. (The copy
of the letter Lyman did not respond to is included below.)
Then, on December 12, 2012, over 60 scholars of genocide studies and anti-genocide activists sent a
letter to the U.S. Atrocities Prevention Board (APB), a board that President Barack Obama personally
established and has touted as being part of a sea change in regard to how past administration had
dealt with issues of crimes against humanity and genocide. The letter was sent in care of Ms. Samantha
Power, a member of the National Security Council and Chair of the Atrocities Documentation Board.
That letter also went unanswered. Subsequently, in January 2013, Power, for some reason, submitted her
resignation and left government service. (The copy of the letter sent to the Atrocities Prevention Board is
included below, following the letter that was sent to U.S. Special Envoy Lyman.)
The aforementioned genocide scholars are preparing to resend the letter to the Atrocities Prevention
Board in the hope of getting a response to their concerns. The lack of response, thus far, seems to speak
volumes to the APB’s lack of interest in and concern about the opinions of scholars and activists. That,
though, is in direct contradiction of Obama’s words that “citizens and activists, who have been carrying
the torch,…are partners in this work.”
November 27, 2012
Special Envoy Princeton Lyman
United States Department of State
Bureau of African Affairs
Washington, D.C. 20520-6258
Dear Envoy Lyman:
First, thank you for your recent letter of November 1, 2012, in response to our (scholars of genocide
studies’) missive regarding the ongoing crises in the Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile in Sudan. Second,
thank you, too, for inviting us to take part in your conference call on November 14, 2012, during which
you provided an update vis-à-vis the various situations in Sudan (Darfur, South Kordofan, and Blue
Nile), and the U.S. efforts regarding these ongoing situations.
Prior to positing numerous concerns and questions we have in regard to issues you raised in your letter
and conference call, we wish to convey our appreciation of the tough situation you face: dealing with a
regime in Khartoum that is better at making promises than keeping them; making food available along
the border of The Republic of South Sudan and Sudan only to realize that many (especially infants, the
elderly and the ill) are continuing to starve to death in the Nuba Mountains; witnessing the UN Security
13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Genocide Scholars Letters to the U.S. Special Envoy to
Sudan and the U.S. Government’s Atrocities Prevention
Board Go Unanswered
Council repeatedly issue Chapter VII Resolutions vis-à-vis the humanitarian crises in Sudan but never
following through by getting truly tough; and having to swallow Khartoum’s cavalier dismissal of U.S.
entreaties and UN resolutions.
At the outset, we feel compelled to duly note that the debilitating and deadly malnutrition and desperate
conditions currently faced by the Nuba Mountains people are not caused by crop failures or flooding.
Indeed, we have solid information from local sources that the bombing of civilians by GoS aircraft, which
began in June 2011 and have continued unabated throughout the rainy season (even if less regularly), is
responsible for the decimation of people’s villages, homes and farms. Tellingly, when various organizations
and individuals have suggested the critical need to transport humanitarian aid to the region, the response
(from both the U.S. Government and the UN) is that the GoS has threatened to halt all such efforts by
any means necessary.
Statements by President Bashir, backed up by videos recording the words of his subordinates on the
ground, make it very clear that Khartoum’s intent, from which it will not be deterred by outside diplomatic
pressure, is to physically eliminate the peoples of the Nuba mountains. By destroying the people’s farms
and preventing humanitarian aid from reaching the Nuba Mountains, the GoS’ actions indicate an attempt
to perpetrate “genocide by attrition.” The armed attacks by troops and planes, carried out without meeting
any effective opposition, only accelerates the attrition. The Obama Administration, which claims to be in
favor of early prevention vis-à-vis crimes against humanity and genocide, has much to answer for.
As for your comments, first, we wish to draw attention to the contradictory information we’ve garnered
from various sources regarding the actual amount of food that has reached those remaining in the Nuba
Mountains. In your letter of November 1, 2012, you stated that as a result of the United States’ effort
“we have reached 470,000 people in South Kordofan with food and 88,000 with non-food items, such as
medicines, seeds, tools, and other material. The food represented roughly half-rations that could sustain
the recipients through the rainy season.” Conversely, another authoritative source has informed us that
no more than 5.5 thousand tons of food were delivered into the Nuba Mountains during this year’s dry
season – and absolutely nothing into Blue Nile. That is extremely disconcerting in light of the fact that
humanitarian logisticians estimate that roughly 1,700 metric tons of food per month are required per
100,000 of population in need. Using the current UN figure for South Kordofan and Blue Nile, and
not including Upper Nile and Unity, this means roughly 3,000 tons per week are required. A dramatic
shortfall by any calculation.
Do you, in fact, know how much food has reached the people still stuck in the Nuba Mountains and Blue
Nile? Do you have any sense – even a rough estimate – how many individuals are suffering from severe
malnutrition? Starvation? Or, even a crude estimate as to how many individuals have perished by now
due to severe malnutrition (or the effects thereof) and starvation?
Second, in your letter of November 1st and during your conference call on November 14th, you suggested
that the seeds and tools that were donated to the Nuba Mountains, along with the fact that this is harvest
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season, could bode well for the people. However, based on sources in the Nuba Mountains, we fear the
situation is not that sanguine. More specifically, it is our understanding that while the situation may look
“bright” for some since they will be able to harvest and eat their produce, “it is also a fact that due to
the lack of adequate amounts of food in August and September people began eating their produce even
before it was ripe. Furthermore, under normal conditions a family would not even start eating the fruits of
the new crop until January or February” (Nuba Reports, November 1, 2012). Essentially, this means that
an untold number of families have already tapped into next year’s food supply. Furthermore, the same
source reported that “some areas of the Nuba Mountains got very little rain and thus some crops were
poor this year.” The point is, the efforts of the U.S. have been far from enough to ameliorate ongoing
hunger or worse.
A classic example of “worse” was documented in a recent statement issued by “Nuba Reports”: Dr.
Raphael Veicht, a physician with Cap Anamur Emergency Doctors, who is heading up a tiny hospital in
the Nuba Mountains, has reported witnessing “a sharp increase in malnourished children over the past
five months.” Many of the young children “were suffering from severe malnutrition.” He also reported
“it was likely that there were people who were so weak they could not make the long trek to the hospital
and were starving to death.”
Concomitantly, reports coming from highly reliable sources in the Nuba Mountains assert that “most
villages in Abassyia County in north eastern South Kordofan have been burned down recently and these
villagers’ food stocks were destroyed and they were not able to farm. They are currently displaced in the
mountains. Not only will these people not have food but they are in a region that is extremely difficult to
reach.”
Additional information we’ve received indicates that the food being provided by the U.S. along the
South Sudan/Sudan border was being given to the refugees; and in turn, the refugees purposely limited
their consumption of the rations so that they could carry what they had left to those remaining in the
mountains. The point is, it seems that much less food is getting up to the Nuba Mountains than some
seem to think. Is this your understanding of the matter as well? If so, is there a reason why the U.S. has
not at least doubled the amount of food donated?
The upshot is that while food donated by the United States may have warded off mass starvation in the
Nuba Mountains, there are still plenty of people suffering and dying there due to the GoS’ obstructionary
actions. And many of those perishing are the youngest of the young, the oldest of the old, and the sickest
of the sick. Does this not resonate with the highest levels of power within the White House? From our
perspective, it seems as if it doesn’t.
Indeed, in a very real sense, it seems that the international community is fine with this latest crisis in
Sudan as long as the numbers of dead do not creep too high and no concentration-camp-like skeletal
bodies appear on television news channels and in local, state, regional and national newspapers across
the globe. Half-hearted efforts to stave off starvation are akin to attempting to stave off a tsunami by
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erecting paper fences along a beachfront.
Third, during your conference call, when asked by Samuel Totten, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville,
whether the US government had any statistics in regard to the extent of severe malnutrition and starvation
in the Nuba Mountains and/or the mortality rates of the people in the Nuba Mountains, you replied that
since no outside organizations or agencies are allowed into South Kordofan or Blue Nile, there was no
way to conduct a formal assessment along those lines. Our question is this: If the U.S. government is
truly interested in conducting such assessments, why couldn’t they be carried out in the various refugee
camps in The Republic of South Sudan, where literally hundreds of individuals are flowing over the
border every single week seeking sanctuary? Not only would the researchers have tens of thousands of
individuals to choose from but the latter would likely be from various areas within South Kordofan and
have been in the camp for various amounts of time, all of which would be ideal for such a study.
Fourth, during the conference call you mentioned that numerous sanctions have been applied against
Sudan. In doing so, you seemed to suggest that sooner or later Sudan will feel their effect and thus begin
to cooperate with the international community. Perhaps. But how can the U.S. and the international
community allow month after month after month (and in many cases, year after year after year) to go
by while Sudan continues to kill its own people in Darfur, carry out murderous attacks against its own
people in the Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile, starve to death its own people in the Nuba Mountains, and
engages in one ethnic cleansing spree after another in various regions of its nation? It makes absolutely
no sense. Essentially, it is giving credence to vacuous promises and abject lies by a government, Sudan,
that has absolutely no compunction about engaging in bald-faced lies. Our question for you and President
Obama is this: Why in the world has the Obama Administration not applied and/or pushed for sanctions
against Sudan as tough as those that have been applied to Iran?
If the point of sanctions is to push and prod a nation into better behavior and the sanctions applied thus
far are ineffective then it is obvious that the sanction regime must be ratcheted up. It is high time for
the Obama Administration (and the international community) to recognize and admit that the sanctions
imposed on Sudan have not had the desired effect.
In your letter you stated that the U.S. continues to “strongly condemn” the actions of al Bashir and the
GoS, but that means little to nothing to the culprits. Indeed, their translation of such condemnation, sans
tough action, seems to be: “Who cares? In the end, we have no punitive actions of consequence to deal
with.”
Fifth, as you well know, the Government of Sudan and its leaders, particularly President Omar al Bashir,
are untrustworthy, unreliable, and experts at dissimulation. Time and again, both during the crisis in
Darfur and now during the crises in the Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile, the GoS and al Bashir have made
promises one day only to break them the next. Currently, the GoS is playing games with the international
community -- and, literally, with peoples’ lives – in regard to the “tripartite initiatives,” which would
have allowed for the creation of a humanitarian corridor to provide humanitarian assistance to people
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affected by the crises in South Kordofan and Blue Nile areas. Sudan waffled over whether it would even
sign onto the initiative (February-July 2012), and then when it signed a memorandum of understanding
to implement the initiative within 90 days (August 5, 2012), it allowed the period to elapse without any
movement at all. Then, on November 3, 2012, Ahmed Haroun, the governor of South Kordofan, vowed
“that no talks will be held with the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) until the
defeat of the rebel group” (Sudan Tribune). Days later, on November 6, 2012, Agence France-Presse
reported that the GoS asserted that “There is no humanitarian crisis in the war-torn South Kordofan and
Blue Nile States.” And then, a day later, the GoS blatantly lied that it had “fulfilled all its commitments
toward the implementation of the [tripartite] initiative” (November 7, 2012).
That is not the entire story. What has not been mentioned is that the GoS and al Bashir got away with
exactly the same murderous plan in the 1990s in the Nuba Mountains. And the impunity for the latter
crimes swiftly dovetailed into the genocidal crisis in Darfur. As a result of the killings in Darfur, the
International Criminal Court (ICC) issued a warrant for al Bashir’s arrest on charges of crimes against
humanity, war crimes and genocide and an arrest warrant for Haroun on charges of war crimes and crimes
against humanity. What leads the U.S. government to continue to believe that the GoS and al Bashir will
eventually, one of these years (not days or months, but years), honor an agreement, especially when it is
aimed at helping their putative enemies (meaning, the civilians of the Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile,
including women, children and infants and the elderly)?
Year after year after year, diplomacy has been tried and yet the GoS continues to kill at will and thumb
its nose at international law and the will of the international community. Talk has lorded it over action. It
is time to act, and to act boldly. People are dying and it is untoward to be silent and passive in the face of
such atrocities. Likewise, it is unconscionable to accept the status quo; more of the same by the U.S. and
international community (i.e., talk, talk and more talk) is bound to result in more of the same by the GoS
(i.e., broken promises, more destruction, more deaths, more heartbreak).
With all due respect, Envoy Lyman, for the last dozen years the GoS and al Bashir have been treating both
the United States and the international community as fools: “a person [or entity] who has been tricked
or deceived into appearing or acting stupid.” By all accounts, the GoS and al Bashir have hoodwinked
and duped the U.S. and the international community time and again by issuing fatuous promises that the
latter never intended to honor. One can almost hear the laughter of derision in the corridors of power in
Khartoum as they celebrate yet another successful act of bamboozlement.
Sixth, word has it that a key, if not the main, reason why the United States has taken a kids-glovelike approach to the genocidal actions and serial ethnic cleansing by the GoS in such places as Darfur,
the Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile is because Sudan is playing ball with the U.S. vis-à-vis America’s
“war on terrorism.” Seemingly, the U.S. Government’s war on terrorism supercedes all other policies
and promises, including the Obama Administration’s purported dedication to preventing crimes against
humanity and genocide.
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Rumors are also rife that an adjunct reason for the U.S. going easy on Sudan is that it (the U.S.) has drone
bases dotting Sudan and wishes to retain them – if not at all costs then certainly at the cost of the lives of
those residing in Sudan’s peripheries. Is that, in fact, the case?
In light of the above and the ongoing death and destruction in the Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile, we
call on you -- and we do so in full appreciation of the gravity of our request -- to resign in protest
over both Sudan’s habitual tendency to act in bad faith while murdering its own people and the totally
inadequate response of the United States and the United Nations to the crises facing the people of the
Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile.
We believe it would be the honorable and heroic thing for you to do, and that such an action by an
individual of your stature might finally prod the United States, if not the international community, to
begin to deal with al Bashir and the GoS with the firm resolve that has been missing over the past dozen
years. In the end, you, Envoy Lyman, could be instrumental in saving the lives of countless numbers of
people in the Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile, all of whom undoubtedly cherish life as much as we (you,
President Obama, Secretary of State Clinton, and the signatories to this letter) do.
We must all ask ourselves: “When all of the bodies in the Nuba Mountains and the Blue Nile are buried,
how will history judge us?”
We thank you in advance for your serious consideration of our concerns, questions and request. We look
forward to receiving a written response from you.
Sincerely,
Dr. Samuel Totten
December 5, 2012
Members of the Atrocities Prevention Board
c/o Ms. Samantha Power
Senior Director for Multilateral Affairs and Human Rights
National Security Council Staff and
Chair, Atrocities Prevention Board
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear Members of the Atrocities Prevention Board:
We (scholars of genocide studies and human rights activists) are vitally concerned about the ongoing
crisis in the Nuba Mountains, Sudan. Since July 2011, the Government of Sudan (GoS) has carried out
a scorched earth policy against the Nuba Mountains people. Using both aerial and ground attacks the
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GoS has, as it did in Darfur, not only attempted to quell the actions of the rebels active in the area but
murdered innocent civilians (including children and infants), displaced between 200,000 and 300,000
people from their villages and homes, purposely destroyed the peoples’ farms thus leaving them bereft
of food on which to exist, and prevented humanitarian aid from reaching those now seeking sanctuary
in the mountains looming over their destroyed farms. As the rainy season has come to an end, the GoS
is ramping up for a more concerted aerial and ground campaign against the Nuba Mountains people and
those of the Blue Nile. Both the U.S. Government and the international community have largely stood by
and watched this tragedy unfold.
We are well aware of U.S. Envoy Princeton Lyman’s varied diplomatic efforts and his attempts to reason
with Khartoum. Unfortunately, though, his efforts have not sufficed and clear evidence of that is the fact
that the attacks by the GoS have been relentless and more murderous as time has gone by. We are also
cognizant of the fact that small quantities of surreptitious aid provided by the U.S. have been welcomed
by people of the Nuba (although none reached the people of Blue Nile); but it provided only a very
small fraction of what is needed. The dry season has begun and it is once again possible to move food,
medicine and other supplies on the ground, but without secure access, this improvement in transport
conditions counts for little.
There is a point, we believe, when it should become self evident that the continuation of endless dialogue
with a state that has engaged in serial crimes against humanity, genocidal-like actions, and ethnic cleansing
and engaged in habitual denial of its responsibility and been a purveyor of deceit and broken promises, is
total waste of time. As hundreds of thousands of innocents needlessly suffer, there is a moral imperative
that the continual “diplomatic” talking, negotiating, pleading, and ultimately begging with leaders of such
openly deceptive and destructive strategies must be replaced by concrete and effective action -- action
that stanches the killing and death due to mass starvation as a direct result of the destruction of farms and
foodstuffs and the obstruction of humanitarian aid to those in need. That time, we believe, is now.
As you undoubtedly know, the time to address a crisis heading towards mass violence is early on; only
in that way is it likely the crisis will be nipped in the bud. Unfortunately, that has not happened in the
case of the Nuba Mountains. Some three months after the establishment of the Atrocities Prevention
Board (APB), the GoS began bombing the Nuba Mountains and carrying out ground attacks, and those
attacks quickly morphed into an even greater disaster: the dislocation of hundreds of thousands, a massive
food crisis, and the ongoing destruction of farms, villages and the murder of even more people, which
continues to this very day.
Presidential Study Directive 10 (August 4, 2011) states that “America’s reputation suffers, and our
ability to bring about change is constrained, when we are perceived as idle in the face of mass atrocities
and genocide.” From our perspective that is exactly the situation we are now seeing vis-à-vis the
Administration’s stance in regard to the atrocities, mass displacement, and mass hunger that the GoS has
unleashed in the Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile.
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In light of that, we wish to inquire as to whether the APB has addressed the dual crises in the Nuba
Mountains and Blue Nile; and if so, how?
President Obama has stated that one of the results of the creation of the APB was that “Our diplomats
will encourage more robust multilateral efforts to prevent and respond to atrocities.” Quite frankly, we
are still waiting to see this happen in the case of the Nuba Mountains. To date, ineffective diplomacy has
substituted for action and as a result the crisis in the Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile has not only gone
on for 17 long months but is now on the verge of spiraling totally out of control. The GoS is not only
bombing village after village but destroying farm after farm by burning them to the ground.
We understand that along with the APB the President has promised to establish “alert channels” that avail
lower-level officials of the right to draw attention (or raise red flags) about potential or actual atrocities
in areas of conflict. Have, in fact, the crises in South Kordofan and Blue Nile been the subject of such
alerts?
In recent correspondence with U.S. Envoy to Sudan Princeton Lyman we were informed that since it
was impossible for anyone to reach the Nuba Mountains due to the prohibitions of the GoS it was
impossible to conduct a study into the percentage of people in the Nuba Mountains who are suffering
from severe malnutrition and starvation or how many people have perished from starvation. Since a
specific component of the APB is to “increase the collection and analysis of information relating to
atrocity threats and situations,” would it not make sense to conduct an investigation in the refugee camps
inside South Sudan? After all, thousands of people have been crossing the border from Sudan to South
Sudan for months on end in flight from the terror inflicted on them by the GoS in both South Kordofan
and Blue Nile. The point is, there is a solid sample of those who have been in the camps for a relatively
long while versus those who have just arrived.
We also must ask: has the APB considered recommending that the U.S. Government prod the UN Security
Council to issue a Chapter VII mandate in order to install a peace enforcement contingent in the South
Kordofan and Blue Nile to attempt to halt the violence?
Also, has the APB suggested that the U.S. government, either alone or in conjunction with the international
community, design and apply tougher sanctions on the GoS for the ongoing and serial murder of its own
people, destruction of their villages and farms, and mass displacement of hundreds of thousands of
innocent people?
If little to nothing concrete has been attempted or accomplished by the APB along the aforementioned
lines, then we strongly urge that the APB immediately call an emergency session to examine how the U.S.
Government could use the full range of instruments at hand -- diplomatic, economic, humanitarian, and
military – that can be brought to bear on this, the latest, crisis in Sudan.
It is our ardent hope that the new approaches, “tools and expanded capabilities” developed by the U.S.
Government for the express purpose of the prevention of atrocities will be implemented in order to
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prevent the current tragedies in South Kordofan and Blue Nile from expanding into the years-long and
deadly affair that Darfur has become. Here, we are referring to, for example, the following, all of which
were touted by the White House as approaches that the APB would implement: new kinds of targeted
sanctions, financial levers, and getting truly tough on impunity. The latter is especially relevant in light of
the fact that President Omar al Bashir is wanted by the International Criminal Court on charges of crimes
against humanity, war crimes, and genocide for the atrocities perpetrated in Darfur, and that the Governor
of South Kordofan, Ahmed Haroun, is also wanted by the ICC on charges of crimes against humanity and
war crimes for atrocities committed in Darfur by the GoS.
As you might recall, when the Genocide Prevention Task Force report, in 2008, called for creation of the
Atrocities Prevention Board, it alluded to situations exactly along the lines of the current situation in the
Nuba Mountain and Blue Nile regions of Sudan. Indeed, it was clearly stated that the express purpose of
an agency such as the APB was to deal, in a decisive fashion, with such humanitarian emergencies in the
face of the deep failures of US policy in recent years, especially the case of Rwanda.
We are counting on the APB to honor its charge to “ensure that key decision-makers receive early warning
and hear dissenting views” in regard to potential or actual crimes against humanity, ethnic cleansing, war
crimes, and genocide. For well over a year now, we have written and submitted letters to Congress, the
White House, State, and individual U.S. officials, and to date we’ve only received replies from Special
Envoy Princeton Lyman. While we certainly appreciate his engaging with us, we believe he needs the
full-fledge support of top decision makers with the Administration.
We believe it is absolutely critical for the APB and the Administration to address, openly with the rest
of the U.S. Government and U.S. citizens, the fate of the people in Nuba Mountains (South Kordofan)
and the Blue Nile. Indeed, we believe that silence is acquiescence and goes totally against the grain of
President Obama’s declaration in April of this year that atrocity prevention is “a core national security
interest and core moral responsibility,” and “a high priority for his Administration.” A lack of attention
and action by the APB to these matters would go counter to its stated mission.
We thank you in advance for your serious consideration of our concerns expressed herein, and we await
both your written response and your determined action.
Sincerely,
Dr. Samuel Totten
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